
 

The Drowsy Lads 
 
“Your toe will be tapping and there will be a smile on your face for a long time after.  Keep an 
eye and ear to the ground.  You will be hearing a lot about these lads!”   

 
- Maryann McTeague Keifer - Ireland Tonight 

 

Having played the world’s largest Irish Festivals, the local-est of pubs, packing theaters, to 
entertaining house parties and more, The Drowsy Lads whip music-lovers into a frenzy of 
enjoyment and comradery.  For almost 15 years, they have enjoyed inviting audiences to 
participate in the friendship they share on stage with infectious music, and a witty, joyous 
presence. 

Ohio brothers John and Daniel McKewen, father and son Phil and Josh Franck, and lifelong 
friend Bryan Brookes bring to the stage a concoction of “we dare you to hold still” Irish dance 
tunes as well as a full emotional gamut of songs.  They’ve won the affections of audiences 
ranging from casual music-lovers to those steeped in hardcore Trad.  

Each Lad is a multi-instrumentalist and they use their flexibility to create their own spirited 
arrangements of original compositions, even mixing in some bits of Bluegrass or Classical.  But 
these never get in the way of their obsession with the pure old musicality of traditional Irish 
tunes and songs.  Their combined lineup includes fiddle, button accordion, tenor banjo, flute, 
whistle, guitar, bouzouki, Uilleann pipes, 5-string banjo, concertina, and bodhran.   

Boasting festivals like Milwaukee, Dublin, Dayton, Cincinnati, Louisville, and Indianapolis, and 
theaters like The Murphy Theater, and Hoover Auditorium they have been pleased to share live 
sets with the likes of Slide, John Whelan, We Banjo 3, Full Set, Socks in the Frying Pan, Goitse, 
and lead dancer of Riverdance Joe Moriarty. 

“With all fingers on the pulse of the raw soul of Irish traditional music The Drowsy Lads will leave you 
kicking and screaming for more.”  

– Mick Broderick (SLIDE) 
 


